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Sustainable Development: managing of waste; control of pollution; sustainable
use of natural resources; efforts to control global warming/climate change; the
choice of a way of life that is good for one’s health; consumer education.

• The definition of sustainable development.

• Methods which lead to sustainable development (reduce, reuse, and recycle).
• Managing waste: methods of disposal (managing integrated waste, the
rubbish dumps, the incinerators); education and knowledge.
• Pollution: forms of pollution (air, light, waste, noise, visual, radioactive,
thermal water, soil contamination, acid rain); sources and causes of pollution;
effects of pollution on people’s health and the environment; managing the
environment (control of emissions and effluents in the air, water and soil).
• Sustainable use of natural resources: the depletion of limited natural resources
(for example, deforestation, quarries and large mines, the depletion of
agricultural land).
• Global warming: the causes of global warming, efforts to control global
warming, more use of public transport, renewable energy, more efficient
systems of heating and cooling, maintaining vehicles in good condition.

More information to be found in Social Studies – Understanding Society’s
Madness Page 243
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The environment concerns the whole world and so there is need for
global laws because problems such as CFC’s in the atmosphere are
problems which affect everyone therefore there is need for global
actions to be taken. The seas, global warming and land use, are some
of the problems which are supposed to concern every country.
We hear that the world is being globalised and that certain countries
are developing. However, this present globalisation is increasing the
economic dominance of the big companies better known as
multinational companies.

What effect has all this on the environment around the world?
 Globally air pollution is increasing at an alarming rate due to the
smoke being created by these companies. This is one of the
principal causes of the change in climate taking place at the
moment.
 Millions of tons of waste, sometimes even toxic, which many
factories produce is being disposed of in the natural
environment. This leads to pollution on a huge scale affecting
land, air and water.
 Thousands of kilometres of natural land are wiped out in order
to make space for places where multinational companies can
carry out their projects.
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Who is suffering the consequences?
 Whilst environmental degradation affects everyone, it is mainly
the poorer people who are going to suffer the worst
consequences. Air pollution and climate change are having
destructive effects on agriculture, which is the means of
livelihood of many people. Climate change also means a much
higher rate of natural disasters.
 Water and land pollution mean that many people who do not
have access to tap water have perforce to resort to drinking
polluted water from the rivers. Others are eating products such
as vegetables and fish which come from places where there is
pollution, with the result that these products are literally
poisonous.
 The exploitation of natural land by the big companies means that
the world’s resources are being more concentrated in the hands
of the few. Hence, the imbalance between the poor and the rich
keeps on growing. We can also see this in our own country where
construction companies and land speculators are allowed to
‘develop’ huge amounts of natural and agricultural land because
of the economic and political power which they wield.
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The world’s resources are being used to satisfy the wishes of the
few, and not to satisfy the needs of everyone.

The environment generally is divided into two. . .

 The natural environment – the environment created by nature which
includes land, air, sea and all that is natural in the world.
 The cultural environment – the cultural environment includes the
environment created by humans through politics, traditions, culture
and architecture.

Humans cannot do what they like to the environment. They have to look
after it otherwise they increase the problems they then have to face.
When humans use the environment badly, they have to pay for this, whilst
on the other hand when they use the environment wisely and well they
all benefit.

That is why maybe today humans have become more conscious of the
environment, because through their egoism they recognised that damage
to the environment resulted in damage to themselves. A clear example
of the relation between humans and the environment (ecology) is the
climate. Hence it is the duty of humans to care for the natural balance of
creation.

Unfortunately a lot of the destruction of the environment by humans is
coming from their need to increase the production of food and to develop
new urban areas. Although humans are becoming more aware of the
© Ms Lana Turner

studjisocjali.com

5|Page

dangers threatening the environment, they have to understand that there
is more need for immediate action to be taken before it is too late .

The worst enemy of the environment is pollution. Therefore humans have
to guarantee their own health by making sure their environment is
pollution free. Some effects of pollution are . . .

 Greenhouse effect – when the rays of the sun remain in the
atmosphere because of air pollution and so global temperatures rise,
 Acid rain – because of air pollution, rain is full of chemicals which
cause a lot of harm to the whole environment,
 Damage to the ozone layer – the layer of gas which protects the
world is being depleted and is letting dangerous rays enter the
atmosphere and these are very harmful to people’s health.

Another problem to the environment is that caused by development. On
one hand we need our country to develop its natural resources so that it
makes progress, but on the other hand we see the damage to the
environment this development causes apart from the fact that there
should be a limit to development.
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One of the biggest world problems is the fight against hunger because
we have to increase food production to meet the needs of the people due
to increase in population. This problem could be overcome by. . .

 Land is used in the best possible way,
 Modern machines and methods are used,
 We decrease waste and surplus,
 We decrease soil erosion.

Only when the Social Development, Economic Development and the
Environmental Development are in balance we can achieve truly a
Sustainable Development …
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