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The learning outcomes of this unit are
The student after studying this unit will be able to say:

1.1 canexplain why in society it is important for people to respect edoér.

2.1 canexplain how different societies sought to liveamequitable manner in
different times.

3.l canexplain why in society it is important for people to be equal and live
freely.

4.1 canexplain how people can live fairly and equitably iffetent places.

5.1 canexplain why fundamental human rights are important
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UNIT 2: LIVING IN A DEMOCRAWMAT IS IT?
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Humans are social beings, which means that humans are created to live together
with others . This occurred since the beginning of humanity that humans started
to live together in what we call society.

Since every society is mad e up of different people, many times with different
ideas and interests, humans felt that for society to succeed there was a need for
a certain order, that everything needed to take place in an
organised way. Therefore humans started to set certain
rules. When the humans of the first societies started to obey
common rules set for everyone, they managed to do great
things which amaze us to this very day
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Hence society realised that every person needs to enjoy a number of rights and
duties .

Duties : the obli gations which a citizen has towards other citizens and society
For e xample:
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Showing respect duty to vote | do not bully

towards others

Helping those in need Tolerance for opinions people who are racially or
religiously different

N \ 1 ] /
B Partaxasusre. BB
PAY TAXES HERE

&

L,

Duty to pay taxes Duty to obey laws We participate in the
life of the community
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NO
VANDALISM

| carry out my roles Proud to be Maltese We do not do vandalism
Everyone who does their duty should be granted their rights.
Rights: are behaviour and activities which a citizen can do or exercise without

the fear of being stopped or of being discriminated against due to these
actions. For e xample: '

The right to peace The right to free speech The right to a health service

RIGHT
TO EDUCATION

You have
the right

e school

The right to education Authorities which lead well

The right to work and  The right to join any group Freedom of choice
earn a proper wage of your choice
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Whilst we have the right to do as we please , we have to understand that we do
this as |l ong as we do not harm to.&motheone or
words, we must remember that there is no right with out a duty .

There are no No one can buy or sell Human Rights . Human Rights are
rights without

duties. born and grow within our conscience and emotions . They

are a wish or hope for Humanity which have been agreed

» upon by all of us. Both children and adults can take
“ decisions regarding these rights

v
Human beings need to be treated with dignity in order to be free in this way.
Every person should be granted the same opportunities, evenif  thisis not a simple
matter . Human beings have to enjoy these rights if they are black or white, men

or women, Labourites or Nationalists or following the Green Party, Catholics,
Protestants, Jews, Muslims or Buddhists or Atheists (non  -believers).

Where di d Democracy starteée?’

The most popular ideology is the democratic one
Democracy gives the highest value to liberty of the

individual and provides the space for a free political
choice.

The word democracy is coming from two Greek words 0 d ewhiohsmigns the
people and 6 k r awhiclareans power or governance . Democracy is the running
of the State by the people (in Greek). No matter the age, sex, religious belief or
skin colour of the individual

This is where every individual takes partin  the process of decision taking and can

vote on decisions which need to be taken . The people with the majority of votes
I ——
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for their choice decide . There is no King or Tyrant, and everyone can propose the
passing of a new law. One of the problems which tend to occur regards who is
eligible to vote & should children vote , should youths , men and women who work?
Those who live abroad ? Or those in hospital ? Or else in prison ? What about people
who are foreigners but chose to live in  the country, should they be eligible to vote
too ? Should there be rules or limits  ?

The first democracy started in Athens |, between 700 and
350 B.C During that time , every city was a state

therefore Greece was full of many towns which were

A vy,

dete ¥ g autonomous and governed themselves . At hens was very
Ancient Greece

successful in the running of the town so other towns

wanted to copy her, but with some minor differences, for
example not all people were eligible to vote  d only men who had property like land
or their own house had the right to vote ~ d meaning that only the rich could do so

One of the problems that this system was facing was that
they did not have a place to meet in order to discuss and take
decisions. Many men used to work & sowing wheat, making
shoes, fighting wars and other things . Therefore it was very
difficult for voters to come and vote . So the people of
Athens decided to choose a small group to do this work . The
rest of the voters would turn up only  when a very important
decision needed to be taken .
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How where these few people chosen ?

In At hens these where chosen by lottery & the person whose ticket won would
form part of the Council of the Five Hundred . They used to serve on this for
one year.

Democracy had spread all over the Mediterranean but the Romans removed this.
Nonetheless, it was still a good idea and was still used in Athens . Inthe year5 09
B.C. Rome was declared a republic (the king/queen where no

longer the head of state but where replacedbya  president) after N

-

=

the king was removed . The rich families took the running of the
country in their own hands . These higher classes, even though *
they were small in number, had the power to rule over the
workers, better known at the time as  plebeians.

In time , the plebeians rebelled and rose against the rich families . They demanded
more rights and managed to acquire these . Once again, only men had a part in all
of this .

During the Midd le Ages, many European countries, where a
monarchy (a state run by a king/queen). Amongst these
countries we find France, England and Russa. Many of us
remember the story of Robin Hood who always fought against

theevii 6 Ki ng Johno.

Kings and Queens used to say that their power came directly through God . They
used to feel that they were the chosen ones , and anyone who doubted their reign
was seen as doubting God himself . This was called The Divine Right of Kings

It is worth noting as well that a thousand years later, that is in the middle ages,
there where places like Florence, Siena, Genoa, Pisa u Verice wo went back to the
democratic system but none of these allowed the poor or women the right to vote
and some of these places kept the lottery system as  that of Athens

-
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In 1215, in England Parliament was created . This happened because a group of
English nobles forced the King of that time to give up his Divine Right and to
create Parliament.

Magna Carta

In 1215, King John was forced to

sign the Magna Carta . A document

meant to safeguard the rights of
citizens .

In this doc ument for the first time we find that for example the King
1 Could not force widows to re -marry,
7 Could not confiscate horses and carts and
! Could not force villagers to build bridges over rivers .

Above all the Magna Carta used to mark the beginning of the Parliamentary
Democracy.

Ameri can Revolution A—

The American Revolution (1775-1781) created the
firstreal democracy. Americans could vote and the
power of the government was restricted so that no

one could abuse this power . Ameri ca did not give the

right to vote to women priorto  1919.

French Revolution

The French Revolution of 1789 was instigated by the
spirit of democracy . The guillotine was used (a symbol
of dictatorship ), to eliminate the opposition . They
gave authority to a military dictator, Napoleon, who
tried to take Europe over through his power
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