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The learning outcomes of this unit are: 

The student after studying this unit will be able to say: 

 
1. I can explain why in society it is important for people to respect each other. 

2. I can explain how different societies sought to live in an equitable manner in 

different times. 

3. I can explain why in society it is important for people to be equal and live 

freely. 

4. I can explain how people can live fairly and equitably in different places. 

5. I can explain why fundamental human rights are important 
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UNIT 2: LIVING IN A DEMOCRACY ς WHAT IS IT? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humans are social beings, which means that humans are created to live together 

with others .  This occurred  since the beginning of humanity that humans started 

to live together in what we call society.  

 

Since every society is mad e up of different people, many times with different 

ideas and interests, humans felt that for society to succeed there was a need for 

a certain order, that everything needed to take place in an 

organised way.  Therefore  humans started to set certain 

rules.  When the humans of the first societies started to obey 

common rules set for everyone,  they managed to do great 

things which amaze us to this very day . 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=humsn rights&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=vIHGprEsEyvZIM&tbnid=9IbMDIjR7JFdyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bihr.org.uk/&ei=LBcaUa-hFYWUtAaRmIC4Aw&bvm=bv.42261806,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGgjuJUKqeJuEj5_xHenykLxz4jsg&ust=1360750655812021
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=humsn rights&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JWnQsylhMEPt-M&tbnid=A0DhdJfApNrQLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.birdlife.org/community/2011/11/an-introduction-to-conservation-and-human-rights-for-birdlife-partners/&ei=qRkaUZbIEs3gtQaJoYG4Bg&bvm=bv.42261806,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGgjuJUKqeJuEj5_xHenykLxz4jsg&ust=1360750655812021
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=opinion&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9X3COxRov82d4M&tbnid=XnVJoZjsSIbGvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://depositphotos.com/6637586/stock-photo-Person-Thinks-of-Opinion-Word-in-Thought-Bubble.html&ei=YxwaUfXFMofZtAbowIDQCw&bvm=bv.42261806,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHV9KS0mDkhRNFtElKcJNRX2JjLWA&ust=1360752061986320
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Hence society realised that every person needs to enjoy a number of rights and 

duties . 

 

Duties :  the obli gations which a citizen has towards other citizens and society .   

For e xample: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Showing respect                          duty to vote                      I do not bully  

towards others                 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helping those in need       Tolerance  for opinions     people who are racially or                         

                                                                                    religiously different  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Duty to pay taxes                   Duty to obey laws          We participate  in the        

                                                                                          life of the community  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=voting+&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OQHfsu9c4bzpUM&tbnid=DvmhtFgrjCh6TM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.shcpemerald.org/editorials/2012/11/02/voting-or-ridiculi/&ei=rCgaUfSPLMiftAaBr4CoDw&bvm=bv.42261806,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNH2aUqKh5R6izN8TnaloOQTk8VVIw&ust=1360752663477489
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=no+bullying&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Kc8hltoaK4j4yM&tbnid=blUUg_aLBrKL7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://kindergartenbasics.blogspot.com/2012/08/stop-bullying-it-starts-at-home.html&ei=cf8hUYu4KsfotQbyqoHwDA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNEWZFyCwC2jl8o2anRfarwvo0jqOQ&ust=1361268969438019
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=tolerance&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kij8J-gdgPoH6M&tbnid=xDrk38ekSZGv0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.rotaryfirst100.org/philosophy/tolerance/&ei=TQAiUaCgIeSN4ASSzIDQDg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNE28NPQW_3lAEv3KmOTJBsYPq8whQ&ust=1361269143670286
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=tolerance&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WX42E_vnmDkNsM&tbnid=my2pvZ7NAo6v0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://jilliancvanover.blogspot.com/2011/04/practicing-tolerance.html&ei=KQMiUc34Do_74QSsmoGQDQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNE28NPQW_3lAEv3KmOTJBsYPq8whQ&ust=1361269143670286
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=deomcracy&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tzSFRBBpf9FcyM&tbnid=cFRde_V3ncFEmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://socialistresistance.org/4459/socialist-organisation-and-democracy-today-public-meeting&ei=mQMiUdyzB4XKtAbwqoCADg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHOj3OcA3QjyLT739VtHBOmbRmRgg&ust=1361270007138241
http://lonelyconservative.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Pay-Taxes.png
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=obey+laws&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=c2ylMIehUzIDzM&tbnid=5urhJLnA-R5GEM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://sullivantradesecrets.com/sentenced-pittsburgh-corning-trade-secret-thief-promises-to-go-back-to-china-and-tell-friends-you-have-to-understand-and-obey-american-laws/sf_cop_obey_law_enforcement/&ei=QAciUeOiFc3AswbtxIDYCA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNEcIOARbhvWJkKu6C6S66hECeczTA&ust=1361270902717722
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=participate+in+the+community&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8Iy1UEyjO_8zgM&tbnid=hNN6Un5_uGk5lM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/dert/sphb/programs/justice/index.cfm&ei=AwgiUbDZCsWMtAbo34DYDA&psig=AFQjCNHl7Yv00qTYOfjyntfp1Y5bCK487Q&ust=1361271135940454
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I carry out my roles              Proud to be Maltese             We do not do vandalism  

 

Everyone who does their duty should be granted their rights.   

 

Rights: are  behaviour and activities which a citizen can do or exercise without  

the  fear of being stopped or of being discriminated against due to these 

actions . For e xample: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The right to peace           The right to free speech    The right to a health service  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The right to education    Authorities  which lead well           Police protection  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       The right to work and      The right to join any group        Freedom of choice  

            earn a proper wage               of your choice              

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=roles+and+responsibilities+images&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=XA4mOxmiTeIvdM&tbnid=yGyk5Z30l1xnIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://discoveryourpowerteam.com/virtual-team-roles-and-responsibilities.html&ei=rwoiUenHEcTQsgb0-YDAAQ&psig=AFQjCNGg7NDwyxuqRwWSsD4b4so28imw5w&ust=1361271844569761
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=differenet+occupations+&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kZ1Atst3cjxpYM&tbnid=c4-8tIDfkADe5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartof.com/portfolio/bnpdesignstudio/illustration/people-of-different-occupations-holding-a-banner-1145448.html&ei=4DkiUbv8OuHw4QTS2oGwCQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNECuppe3T6ZoQpCBayK8z5q1mDbIg&ust=1361280089099270
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=malta+flag&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JNck-Rc2Sfxf5M&tbnid=825YnJTth6K5vM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flickr.com/photos/9437621@N05/5742214542/&ei=ugsiUcu9I8SutAaA9ICIBg&psig=AFQjCNG6w0Ob6INrNrRBbqq4R5B6z2XZIA&ust=1361271999755458
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=no+vandalism+sign&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rK8VBvWpf0gySM&tbnid=YgpHoIMBJWKCyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://residentsvalleystreet.blogspot.com/&ei=WQwiUZvfJc3LswbBmYDQDA&psig=AFQjCNH-iePmNBp9-iYOlABeZ0LcAE1ugA&ust=1361272226616158
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=right+for+peace&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=x_L8gvsluAN5VM&tbnid=bL46seEmF4mhoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.pressenza.com/2012/01/the-time-is-right-for-the-human-right-to-peace/&ei=Tw4iUemQCoiqtAah74GICA&psig=AFQjCNH7XRsTIYpfcNc96gg_uqlWKre_tQ&ust=1361272774881768
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=voice+opinion&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IG_elDihZ3WgLM&tbnid=DHMq0GMG7a2pCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://site.foodshare.org/site/PageServer?pagename=action_advocate_difference&ei=qw4iUffDKJCMswbz54CYCA&psig=AFQjCNEe6Y7blvDOXx8tZDQvdKCER3qz1g&ust=1361272856779824
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=health+service+malta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1odZzT-mahnb9M&tbnid=c5jroBaqLXei5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.maltastar.com/dart/20120918-an-efficient-hospital&ei=ag8iUe7VGsz5sgbM_4GgCA&psig=AFQjCNFLwhjf30Dw7_u8n-YokbmFeU0Ulw&ust=1361273001584670
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=right+for+education&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9CeLJuirhXYT3M&tbnid=oTCfFVpQn6n63M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cseindiaportal.wordpress.com/2012/10/05/right-to-education-act/&ei=6w8iUbKFK5HHtAb6oICoBw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGCO_tm_-yDAa758OliFm8yqxR3LA&ust=1361273172435015
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=good+governance&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GTGexEzxg-1J6M&tbnid=F-YtXQiHCgQ5OM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.deloitte.com/view/en_NL/nl/services/accountancy/77d430dd8a2fb110VgnVCM100000ba42f00aRCRD.htm&ei=QRAiUfyhN4OJtQbf5IGoAQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHBxy8ktHvAqhkKXdomX8UTulhVCw&ust=1361273274765092
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pulizija+ta+malta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xrSW0EOsAmIQqM&tbnid=xPUEKL3i0aStmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.youthinfo.gov.mt/default.asp?m=cat&id=691&lang=mt&ei=4xEiUa3_DYGdtQaxtoBg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNH71u5QYjVTR8m4uM7e9uTxhrRO3Q&ust=1361273381906197
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=group+of+friends&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mTiUVEEqoTfscM&tbnid=1HrpzML0H0_hDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_14008257_group-of-friends-smiling--isolated-over-a-white-background.html&ei=1ToiUcbpKIqM4ASM1YCQBg&psig=AFQjCNHUX9LJxfSoCtuQpYNc8V23WK9DKA&ust=1361284154106961
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=right+of+choice&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=dvSLzrc1wZGKnM&tbnid=maSF0esu1DYibM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://thefamily.com/2012/03/28/22728/&ei=SjsiUdCOF8XAtAbiwIHABg&psig=AFQjCNFgqkc-IXMLH8vSXgZcyHo2q1gqPA&ust=1361284263053685
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Whilst we have the right to do as we please , we have to understand that we do 

this as long as we do not harm to anyone or remove anyone elseõs liberty.  In other 

words, we must remember that there is no right with out  a duty . 

 

No one can buy or sell Human Rights . Human Rights are 

born and grow within our conscience and emotions . They 

are a wish or hope for Humanity  which have been agreed 

upon by all of us . Both children and adults can take 

decisions regarding these rights . 

 

 

Human beings need to be treated with dignity in order to be free in this way.  

Every person should be granted the same opportunities, even if this is not a simple 

matter . Human beings have to enjoy these rights if they are black or white, men 

or women, Labourites  or Nationalists or following the Green Party, Catholics, 

Protestants, Jews, Muslims or Buddhists or Atheists (non -believers).  

 

 

Where did Democracy starté? 
 

 

 

The most popular ideology is the democratic one . 

Democracy gives the highest value  to liberty of the 

individual and provides the space for a free political 

choice.  

 

The word democracy is coming from two Greek words , ôdemosõ, which means the 

people and ôkratiaõ, which means power or governance . Democracy is the running 

of the State by the people  (in Greek). No matter the age, sex, religious belief or 

skin colour of the individual . 

  

This is where every individual takes part in the process of decision taking and can 

vote on decisions which need to be taken . The people with the majority of votes 

 There are no 

rights without 

duties. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=democracy+athens&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=LumtRavpOeoQrM&tbnid=2fItxr6y3J-XGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://greece.mrdonn.org/athensdemocracy.html&ei=4kQiUbPcI4HOtAa69YDQAg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNH_m0rE3VWbA8ugerbvnVUPu0MPSQ&ust=1361286747928755
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for their choice decide . There is no King or Tyrant, and everyone can propose the 

passing of a new law. One of the problems which tend to occur regards who is 

eligible to vote ð should children vote , should youths , men and women who work? 

Those who live abroad ? Or  those in hospital ? Or else in prison ? What about people 

who are foreigners but chose to live in  the country, should they be eligible to vote 

too? Should there be rules or limits ?  

 

The first democracy started in Athens , between 700 and 

350 B.C. During that time , every city was a state 

therefore Greece was full of many towns which were 

autonomous and governed themselves . At hens was very 

successful in the running of the town so other towns 

wanted to copy her, but with some minor differences, for 

example not all people were eligible to vote ð only men who had property like land 

or their own house had the right to vote ð meaning that only the rich could do so . 

 

One of the problems that this system was facing was that 

they did not have a place to meet in order to discuss and take 

decisions. Many men used to work  ð sowing wheat, making 

shoes, fighting wars and other things . Therefore it was very 

difficult for voters to come and vote . So the people of 

Athens decided to choose a small group to do this work . The 

rest of the voters would turn up only when a very important 

decision needed to be taken .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=democracy+athens&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kc9grHnpsvw7dM&tbnid=h7FTIbfBAglgWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.athens-greece.us/panathenaea/democratic-athens/&ei=ZkoiUaabBOiN4gSu64GwAg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNH_m0rE3VWbA8ugerbvnVUPu0MPSQ&ust=1361286747928755
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ancient+greece&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MvS_wryx6mza6M&tbnid=fejMkln90pc7EM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://kootation.com/greek-language-pictures-image-education-photo.html&ei=2ucjUZ25J5HItAbH94CoCQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNFaEn76gbhbTUrm-NX34PPhEpFAVg&ust=1361393860678621
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How where these few people chosen ?  

 

In At hens these where chosen by lottery  ð the person whose ticket won would 

form part of the Council  of the Five Hundred . They used to serve on this for 

one year . 

 

Democracy had spread all over the Mediterranean but the Romans removed this.  

Nonetheless, it was still a good idea and was still used in Athens . In the year 5 09 

B.C. Rome was declared a republic (the king/queen where no 

longer the head of state but where replaced by a president) after 

the king was removed . The rich families took the running of the 

country in their own hands . These higher classes, even though 

they were small in number, had the power  to rule over the 

workers, better known at the time as plebeians. 

 

In time , the plebeians rebelled and rose against the rich families . They demanded 

more rights and managed to acquire these . Once again, only men had a part in all 

of this . 

 

During the Midd le Ages, many European countries , where a 

monarchy (a stat e run by a king/queen ). Amongst these 

countries we find  France, England and Russia. Many of us 

remember the story of Robin Hood who always fought against 

the evil ôKing Johnõ.  

Kings and Queens used to say that their power came directly through God . They 

used to feel that they were the chosen ones , and anyone who doubted their reign  

was seen as doubting God himself . This was called The Divine Right of Kings . 

It is worth noting as well that a thousand  years later, that is in the middle ages, 

there where places like  Florence , Siena, Genoa, Pisa u Venice wo went back to the 

democratic system but none of these allowed the poor or women the right to vote 

and some of these places kept the lottery system as  that of Athens . 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=rome+509+bc&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=cTJsx2xZoEXQ6M&tbnid=XhBPJVw5tGj4ZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/857952/Roman-Republic&ei=qZ0iUYq3LYbWswacuYDwBQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHKstzTdNupEgXCpV5l-nFNv7mJ_w&ust=1361309308560483
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=robin+hood&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HEJHLRdO4M-t7M&tbnid=k78D5HMAwFkiAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://spinoff.comicbookresources.com/2012/12/21/cw-aiming-for-another-arrow-in-its-quiver-with-new-robin-hood-series/&ei=M6EiUeTmK8jzsgau9oDYBA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNEobkXTS4Fs8DB25ur6BOn5gwxX4A&ust=1361310311476194
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In 1215, in England Parliament was created . This happened because a group of 

English nobles forced the King of that time to give up his Divine Right  and to 

create Parliament.  

Magna Carta   

In 1215, King John was forced to 

sign the  Magna Carta . A document 

meant to safeguard the rights of 

citizens .  

In this doc ument for the first time we find that for example the King :  

¶ Could not force widows to re -marry , 

¶ Could not confiscate horses and carts and  

¶ Could not force villagers to build bridges  over rivers . 

 

Above all the Magna Carta used to mark the beginning of the Parliamentary 

Democracy. 

 

Ameri can Revolution 

The Ameri can Revolution (1775-1781) created the 

first real democracy .  Ameri cans could vote and the 

power of the government was restricted so that no 

one could abuse this power . Ameri ca did not give the 

right to vote to women prior to 1919.  

French Revolution   

The Fr ench Revolution of 1789 was instigated by the 

spirit of democracy . The guillotine was used (a symbol 

of dictatorship ), to eliminate the opposition . They 

gave authority to a military dictator, Napoleon, who 

tried to take Europe over through his power .  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=1215+magna+carta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Gj9jbwn4_daMfM&tbnid=dsoh1DA4yACuJM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://funfactory.spruz.com/forums/?page=post&id=2A930F75-9539-49E7-8966-98743A9326D0&ei=IaMiUd_JOIfLsgbs44CoDA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNF3MgdLS-hfDgo7FQntCYoqfw8MCw&ust=1361310834177546
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=1215+magna+carta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=L2hQTGHfJho54M&tbnid=w6kYvhzsYrykRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.guardian.co.uk/humanrightsandwrongs/800-years-making&ei=daMiUd_MF8jrsgab5IBI&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNF3MgdLS-hfDgo7FQntCYoqfw8MCw&ust=1361310834177546
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=american+revolution+1775-1781&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8xvdUsVc8T4bKM&tbnid=b_Fe1su_pzxcpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ants-and-grasshoppers.blogspot.com/2011/07/us-history-of-war-moral-just.html&ei=MaYiUc_ALMzUsgaP84CwBQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGUZQ3peTwgIKReTeKsZU0r9_rfJg&ust=1361311532211208
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