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Living In @a Democracy
The Government

DEMOCRACY IS A GREEK WORD
COMPOSED OF TWO PARTS:
DEMOS THE PEOPLE

KRATOS RULE
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When the learner finishes this unit, he or she can claim that:

1.1 canexplain democracy as a fair system of government.
2.1 caninvestigate the importance of civic values and responsibilities.
3.1 canexplain and analyse thmeain characteristics of democracy.

4.1 cancompare and contrast democracy with other political systems in the
world.

5.1 cananalyse the difference between national and local governments.
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UNIT 2LIVING IN A DEMOCRATIC ENVIRONMENT
THE GOVERNMENT

What is Democracy?

Democracy is the most popular form of leadership today, and it is the preference
of many people. This is because this type of lead ership puts the highest value on
the liberty of the individual and provides a freedom of choice type of politics.
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Democracy is formed from two Greek words, 6 d e monmhiéh means the people and
0 k r a twhieh @neans power or governing .

So democracy is power of the State through the people.

In a democratic system every person is considered to have
the same value in the political and social system, irrelev ant

to the person® s b rch or gooor. Every person is treated
equally to others no matter the age, sex, religious belief or
race.

Therefore through this system the group who gets the most votes, meaning the

one who has amajority has the powertodemand t hat t he paentatiwgss r epr
exercise the right to  govern the country. In a direct democracy, the people are

asked by their government to show what they think regarding a particular subject

through the referendum.  Recently her e in Malta we had two r eferenda, one was
regardi ng Mal t ads ajUniomandtige othen was Elateddg ethe

issue of divorce.

The country where every citizen knows well

what their rights are, is a country which for
sure lives in order; a country where individuals
thr ough their work, not only enhance their own
personal way of life, b ut also that of others,
those who live in the same society. As a Maltese
citizen | enjoy these rights and opportunites
which society gives me. | should respect these
as they are our inheritance through the hard work of our forefathers

Every person, whatever her sex, race, or age should enjoy thes e rights :

The right to life right to freedom right to security
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The rightto not be illegally arrested . Therighttoa fairtrialina court of law

RIGHT
; To
IEDUCATION

The right to e ducation The right to participate in society

Also as a citizen, | have duties which | am obliged to meet towards my country

and my fellow human beings. Doing our duty is also very important because through
this only can we maintain order in our society, and go on developing and
progressing as a count ry. Amongst these responsibilities we find

—
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We should help and respect each other. Take care of our environment, the village
we live in and all that is around us for our own good and that of the next
generation. A good citizen, obeys laws regarding hygiene, reports disease which
is contagious, looks out for epidemics, makes good use of land and does not litter
pays his taxes and participates in local committees
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Every one of us has also their own personal duties . These are our behaviour in the
street, respect towards the law regarding traffic and at the workplace. In public
gardens and other public places whilst enjoying ourselves , we have to be mindful
not to annoy others . Those who misbehave, make noise, cause trouble, violence,
get drunk and become abusive to others , are criminals.

Anyone who enters someone elsebs property
property. It is the duty of young citizens to pay attention to their education and

to advice given by their parents. By so doing we avoid laziness, ignorance and
vandalism.

In society we also have moral duties . In the way we behave t owards our parents,
our superio rs and other people we hav e to show respect and courtesy . We should
be clean and elegant in our style of clothing . We should dress appropriately for
every occasion. In public the citizen does his best to act as deemed fit

In the street, in the shops, at the beach and theatres we must not offen d
public morals.

Respect
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Apart from this we should always help children, sick people and t hose with

disabilities and the aged . We should furthermore show good manners with our
siblings.

A nice thing is, when we see citizens taking part in many voluntary activities and
helping their fellow beings. Through their work, we look after the environme  nt,
social and cultural traditions are kept alive, as are those of a religious aspect.

It is good that we take part in the organisations of our own villages.

A good citizen feels proud of his loyalty towards their country . They try to learn
the history of their country and see that they do their duty to the best of their
ability and they do this to bring happiness, respect and security. This person
ensures that there is harmony and public peace in the country. They are the

educated, disciplined and civilised citizens who are patriots because they love
their homeland.

\
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Civic Values

WHICH VALUES ARE RESPECTED IN DEMOCRACY ?

2) Freedom of
expression

[ 1) Equality }7/ The \alues \4[ 3) Respect }
respected in

a democracy

}/ DEMUCRACY\[

Values and norms in Society

4) Rights 5) Duties

Values are principles which the individual, community or society regardasrules
and guidelines for their own personal and social behaviour . Values represent
the measure people use to decide what is right or wrong in their behaviour.
So very often our values are reflected in our behaviour.

Values are important in our life because they are like a compass which indicates
which is the right direction to follow. Every decision we take should be guided by
our personal values (our principles). We find people without strong personal values
and these are like a ship without sails which go wherever the wind takes them
instead of deciding for themselves. A person without va lues ends up harming
themselves, as well as those around them, for example by stealing, acts of
vandalism, etc.
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Tradi tional Values Modern Values
Patri archal Family Simetri cal Family
Charit y More free time
Hard work Equality
Careful with money, time and resouces Giving more importance to material
things

How do we learn our values ?

By seeing adults and others practising these

By discussing what is right and wrong

Through socialisation

Through Mass Media (e xample televi sion, newspapers, books, radio, etc)

@ @ @ @D

Norms 0 Are rules of behaviour . These do not need to be written down but we
still know they exist, for example  dyou should not shout in the corridors of school

It is important that the family, schools, the community , etc. believe in these
values because these help us live together. We cannot live in society if we do not
agree about some fundamental principles. Civic values are principles through which
we learn how to be good citizens who respect their countries.

Amongst civic values we find :

Honesty,

Respect,

Responsability ,

Solidarity (when one feels compassion for others in times of difficulty
such as sadness,need or happiness ),

Equality (everyone is treated and considered the same ),
Generosity .

O O O O

o O

Every society had its own values. Many individuals have to agree about the

fundamental vlaues in order to be able to live together. The individual generally
makes a choice and determines his behaviour according to his values. So we can

say for example that because many Malt ese people respect religious values,
Maltese people say it is their duty to go to church and particpate in the mass.

© Mr. Anthony Borg 9
Translated by Ms Lana Turner



studjisocjali.com Form 2 Unit 2

Amongst the other Maltese values we find

Helping the elderly

Careful child rearing

Dressing respectfully for church

Attending muzeum

Respecting our parents even when we grow up
Solidarity with family and friends

Helping those in need

[enti et et AN et AN A I e

Many of these values are under Wnfortumadety due t C
our fast paced way of life is not allowing the family to get together in the evenings

to say the rosary as they used to do in olden times.  The village feast is a very
important occasion which one could offhandedly say is followed
by everyone. We could also say that in recent years, because we
were influe nced by the media, religion has lost a lot of its past
influence and even though it is a strong value it has lost a lot of
its importance.

Values are not things we are born with but we learn these from
the people around us through the process of socialisation

Personal values are principles which we should follow and these should help us live
a better life whilst being of help to those around us.

These personal values include :

C Forgiveness CHelpfulness CActing Responsibly
C Studious C Being Punctual C Generosity
C Showing respect towards others C Giving good examples to others

C Showing an interest in the community, in the country and the world.

Civic values are those values which every citizen has as a member of the
community. A citizen who loves their country and their town/village do everything
in their power to embellish the place they live in. This can be done through

Showing a sense of justice
Doing their duty

Obeying laws

Respecting the rights of others

cCcCccCcc
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On the other hand a social conscience means that a citizen
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Love their country Support their national team
Plant trees give donations to show solidarity
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