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When the learner finishes this unit, he or she can claim that:  

 
1. I can explain democracy as a fair system of government. 

2. I can investigate the importance of civic values and responsibilities. 

3. I can explain and analyse the main characteristics of democracy. 

4. I can compare and contrast democracy with other political systems in the 

world. 

5. I can analyse the difference between national and local governments. 
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UNIT 2: LIVING IN A DEMOCRATIC ENVIRONMENT:  

THE GOVERNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Democracy?  

Democracy is the most popular form of leadership  today, and it is the preference 

of many people. This is because this type of lead ership puts the highest value on 

the liberty of the individual and provides a freedom of choice type of politics.   

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=democracy&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-gqofWq12PDhMM&tbnid=IYp7tW_pQBx0yM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://camsed.wordpress.com/2012/05/03/inaugural-seminar-democracy-as-spectre-dream-and-reality/&ei=f84WUdXSHsGntAaXpoHoBQ&psig=AFQjCNHGXG6TM6JFk97HuVukcCK2hvEm5g&ust=1360535548937315
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=voice+opinion&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=d-Zb6s5Avh1dUM&tbnid=1vM3pWNX2JZblM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.jimdarwiche.com/SRA Vote Public Comments.htm&ei=ZdUWUaLrO8zHtAbx_IHgAg&psig=AFQjCNHpyYGuABAuWai8YvMjXyRekg67SQ&ust=1360537283997350
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=clouds+blue+sky&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kF_TlzJk9kCG7M&tbnid=HliJvHaI02kzBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://4photos.net/en/image:127-226573-blue_sky_with_clouds__images&ei=CjQjUdeLKMWctAa5qYG4CA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNErjY8LsAfH-agxml2GYwe4SQvctQ&ust=1361347973206376
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=clouds+blue+sky&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kF_TlzJk9kCG7M&tbnid=HliJvHaI02kzBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://4photos.net/en/image:127-226573-blue_sky_with_clouds__images&ei=CjQjUdeLKMWctAa5qYG4CA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNErjY8LsAfH-agxml2GYwe4SQvctQ&ust=1361347973206376
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Democracy is formed from two Greek words, ódemosô, which  means the people and 

ókratiaô, which means power or governing . 

So democra cy is power of the State through the people. 

In a democratic system every person is considered to have 

the same value in the political and social system, irrelev ant 

to  the person õs being rich or poor. Every person is treated  

equally to others no matter the age, sex, religious belief or 

race. 

Therefore through this system the group who gets the most votes, meaning the 

one who has a majority has the power to demand  that the partyõs representatives 

exercise the right to govern the country. In a direct democracy, the people are 

asked by their government to show what they think regarding a particular subject 

through the referendum.   Recently her e in Malta we had two r eferenda, one was 

regarding Maltaõs joining the European Union and the other was related to  the 

issue of divorce.  

The country where every citizen knows well 

what their rights are, is a country which for 

sure lives in order; a country where individuals 

thr ough their work, not only enhance  their own 

personal way of life, b ut also that of others, 

those who live in the same society.  As a Maltese 

citizen I enjoy these rights and opportunites 

which society gives me. I should respect these 

as they are our inheritance through the hard work of our forefathers . 

Every person, whatever her sex, race, or age should enjoy thes e rights : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      The right to life                  right to freedom                     right to security  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=discrimination&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=0OODdw1jtlvprM&tbnid=tmGQs9qiTxuyaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.demotix.com/news/1223020/israeli-ethiopians-protest-racial-discrimination-jerusalem&ei=49YWUaXkMcjjtQbZmoCgCA&bvm=bv.42080656,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHiu1h8pjUk4QRlpSriTMfQaT1KFg&ust=1360537653949471
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=right+for+life&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QT06WkHWjya0lM&tbnid=2CPhT8R8_3kDaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://barney.gonzaga.edu/~goal/&ei=FUsjUczxDIn6sgbLs4HYCg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNFgG16OjVwOqqWWlihTKqY29qYpTA&ust=1361353867573267
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=statue+of+liberty&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=v927ME23tfr9oM&tbnid=nTpgPPNTWndVIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://depositphotos.com/4199800/stock-illustration-Statue-of-liberty.html&ei=hkwjUYWEIoS1tAaR54DACA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNFd0M91eUIb2AcRcdatDGjCm9HioA&ust=1361354222975865
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pulizija+ta+malta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=88OxbxBlfHMvuM&tbnid=D_4PLS5Sz3fg9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.politie-petten.org/Malta1.html&ei=zU0jUeGDDcXctAbuvIGgBg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNFNGR0A5uMuxclMlVG2DAumSJBy0g&ust=1361354430744339
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=democracy+athens&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kdzUFPv6UL7vjM&tbnid=OIH3x3givgEIZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://facultyfiles.frostburg.edu/phil/forum/SocratesLife.htm&ei=0kUiUZ2sFIXP4QSSgYHQAg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNH_m0rE3VWbA8ugerbvnVUPu0MPSQ&ust=1361286747928755
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      The right to not be illegally arrested .      The right to a fair trial in a  court of law  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion         right to work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

The right to e ducation                              The right to participate in society  

 

Also as a citizen, I have duties which I am obliged to meet towards my country 

and my fellow human beings. Doing our duty is also very important because through 

this only can we maintain order in our society, and go on developing and 

progressing as a count ry. Amongst these responsibilities we find : 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=voting+malta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=SpciQE8DhXyjqM&tbnid=YUx76AQ_vVCiyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20130110/elections-news/gonzi-blames-labour-for-no-voting-abroad.452594&ei=nM8WUey6D8jdsgbIyYG4DQ&psig=AFQjCNEWWvzW8c96yrLOc9aQ-2OfPgLsYg&ust=1360535796391627
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=qorti&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5BP2fm5RtbDIjM&tbnid=y-ZII0VgzXoK3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freewebs.com/museumstjulians/inspirational.htm&ei=c04jUfXcGorLsgbSpoHoBA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNFGXKz-WrOCR3pdkqDLqhFL6xW7lQ&ust=1361354721171274
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=hands+jail&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gvmOSqX868lDhM&tbnid=MJCn9wW9IxGwyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_2834640_three-hands-of-varying-color-raised-in-unity-power-or-protest.html&ei=MU4jUYDbB8TgtQaP9oCwCw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNEEgfc8-PRy_kCybpPTiJbVb7xDBQ&ust=1361354620042374
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=right+for+education&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=P4KwoE5xLJPswM&tbnid=t299R9lds2KhFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.educationnews.com/2012/12/07/primary-education-directorate-sets-rte-time-table/&ei=GVYjUdq7BIXGtQbd4YCYDw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNFaMyhyPILxVlKgAzN-pL4NVodF3g&ust=1361356619176802
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=inclusion&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=nO4busMLnOXZuM&tbnid=9cyYBNLXQaT_uM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.t2tuk.co.uk/Inclusion1.aspx&ei=vlYjUbLZFseZtQbKtoBA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHRwzm1IAfiyRwpMvgEw8V1VwjNuw&ust=1361356786322263
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=right+for+work+cartoon&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MTIrd4ng181FaM&tbnid=_DWwz3F7om2e7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wwrl1600.com/-/10511221?date=2012_12&ei=bFcjUa77H8vFswbFvIDYBA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGljxLF0mIcwOS3TSOwHQCXvhUPLA&ust=1361356949197096
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=freedom+religion&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QCDucsdCYOQI9M&tbnid=1YJbrFamlThMsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.channelone.com/news/freedom_religion/&ei=K10jUZyxC9HWsgb7tYDAAg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGXFEFc2N-xp4zhMPwzno2IFtdsiA&ust=1361358478304944
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cartoon+helping+hand&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IdbQYkIZGwGprM&tbnid=Eq3rXQ_cRH6zUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.cartoonaday.com/hope-for-chile-earthquake-survivors/&ei=OV4jUbTTJcTEtQbvroHIDw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNFV1qELKqr0pnGeJGr4UWOnDn7avA&ust=1361358707062193
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=lokalita+malta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JLs0ykT8GrNPPM&tbnid=mk6rilrc3r-0pM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://mychoice.pn/MyFuture/Categories/MT/Sena-xoghol-fil-volontarjat&ei=zGIjUan9JcTWswbb34HwCw&psig=AFQjCNEqW_BSnCGH9NPil2rOk0Mr3qpCrQ&ust=1361359795253788
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We should help and respect each other.  Take care of our environment, the village 

we live in and all that is around us for our own good and that of the next 

generation.  A good citizen, obeys laws regarding hygiene, reports disease which 

is contagious, looks out for epidemics, makes good use of land and does not litter , 

pays his taxes and participates in local committees . 

 

 

 

Every one of us has also their own personal duties . These are our behaviour in the 

street, respect towards the law regarding traffic and at the workplace. In public 

gardens and other public places whilst enjoying ourselves , we have to be mindful 

not to annoy others . Those who misbehave, make noise, cause trouble, violence, 

get drunk and become abusive to others , are criminals.   

Anyone who enters someone elseõs property is not respecting life or private 

property. It is the duty of young citizens to pay attention to their education and 

to advice given by their parents. By so doing we avoid laziness, ignorance and 

vandalism.  

In society we also have moral duties . In the way we behave t owards our parents, 

our superio rs and other people we hav e to show respect and courtesy . We should 

be clean and elegant in our style of clothing . We should dress appropriately for 

every  occasion. In public the citizen does his best to act as deemed fit . 

In the street, in the shops, at the beach and theatres we must not offen d 

public morals .  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=recycle&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mJQ1zbU98-fqgM&tbnid=h1ky7RdafDDf3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.buckinghamshirepartnership.co.uk/partnership/recycle/recycle.page&ei=99IWUdigI8rltQbr0oHIAg&psig=AFQjCNHkZe3g8E_DaXQjb-siZ2k9M5nW2w&ust=1360536675155716
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=volunteering&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TJAO2ukIqRwDXM&tbnid=fGxdYX8WjV_SRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://wearewhatwedo.org/the-end-of-volunteering/&ei=f9MWUYmSLMfLsgaM3IC4Ag&psig=AFQjCNEi2pfBsTqKkIy_SEtukdK4RvUUZA&ust=1360536804480580
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pay+taxes&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OZp1qcWvK5CjDM&tbnid=ihfRDCxvmRLvZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://depositphotos.com/6241186/stock-photo-Pay-taxes-message.html&ei=gWMjUZmXIIeptAbbgIHYCw&psig=AFQjCNEz7sAKXRDZTmOW0P_dqAOEeRYryQ&ust=1361360087545023
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=respect+others&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZUk1iggRnU3EnM&tbnid=5Lxp3jvtOpGNHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://shaijavallikatri.blogspot.com/2011/09/how-to-earn-respect.html&ei=fHAjUfnPLMiRtAaqxYA4&psig=AFQjCNHRLJ6XxGo0E0umnaaLExTcjaf0SA&ust=1361363407233172
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=dress+smart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pNIFncwHY8wPhM&tbnid=_5_eTuZ6xO8CRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://completewellbeing.com/article/dress-smart-styles-that-work-for-you/&ei=SHEjUbr3GYjEsgbltoGoDQ&psig=AFQjCNFBL2hNYQ9oACKEpI-QPJjFB3Z8Yw&ust=1361363643454070
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=helping+elderly+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=k2hDpeQErXeYvM&tbnid=y6kbWFvdANuK9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://dir.coolclips.com/Healthcare/Disabled/People_with_Disabilities/bringing_flowers_to_elderly_woman_in_wheelchair_vc065125.html&ei=x3EjUfTUHoXbtAb3koGAAQ&psig=AFQjCNHlrJL75l6bV-oyrAoOdQolhOZyag&ust=1361363716563376
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=visit+sick+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NFDepFxZq2YcyM&tbnid=xiMSi4eUQgAQPM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_1780189_illustration-of-kids-visiting-sick-friend.html&ei=a3IjUfK5KMnotQblxIDAAQ&psig=AFQjCNEGKzWOzfhnSPvGk2I8xYQ8Nn1O5g&ust=1361363931501061
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 Apart from this we should always help children, sick people and t hose with 

disabilities and the aged . We should furthermore show good manners with our 

siblings. 

 A nice thing is, when we see citizens taking part in many voluntary activities and 

helping their fellow beings.  Through their work, we look after the environme nt, 

social and cultural traditions are kept alive, as are those of a religious aspect.  

It is good that we take part in the organisations of our own villages.  

 

 

 

 

 

A good citizen feels proud of his loyalty towards their country . They try to learn 

the history of their country and see that they do their duty to the best of their 

ability and they do this to bring happiness, respect and security. This person 

ensures that there is harmony and public peace in the country. They are the 

educated, disciplined and civilised citizens who are patriots because they love 

their homeland.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=maltese+language&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=wH0wwhvMlwt9eM&tbnid=nWJDfAx0EEfDLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blog.web-translations.com/maltese-language-rarely-used-on-the-internet/&ei=r9IWUYTmIcjLtAap_4HQCQ&psig=AFQjCNGzcp8_kGMov7TYe5Ns4k0J04m16w&ust=1360536536450517
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=proud+to+be+maltese&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Fnu94hvYCqy77M&tbnid=W4E4nP3tvogheM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.zazzle.com/flagshirt/proud+gifts&ei=DdQWUcWhPIiXtAbBgIGgCQ&psig=AFQjCNHH3LIgrRUR5cC_7Qy1xQqWJqqkIw&ust=1360536896468656
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=tradizzjonijiet+u+drawwiet+maltin&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OpXgqc34i62daM&tbnid=myPtPSn53x2B-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bdlbooks.com/maltese-folklore/3952-zwieg-twelid-u-mewt.html&ei=fHMjUeSxCo7jtQbotYDICQ&psig=AFQjCNF9cBjkEEmMPqJ6yjY8Khc661rFgQ&ust=1361364146316987
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=bizilla&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6UJv9SEs6ZpPAM&tbnid=8JLqrZAbOhyxOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.gourmetworrier.com/2009/07/bizzilla.html&ei=AnQjUdTlF-nh4QSIwYHABw&psig=AFQjCNFXPhxMSr7rcnKL_exj4Ei1wSIkwA&ust=1361364311487134
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=malta&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=o4Kh9GgyeicRYM&tbnid=g7ZzQepkvF2nzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://kzustang.com/tag/malta&ei=iHQjUfGvGO6P4gSXnYCYDw&psig=AFQjCNFmOivHamDc_GhfBISCPqzfjNN_1g&ust=1361364448744371
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Civic Values  

 

WHICH VALUES ARE RESPECTED IN DEMOCRACY ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Values and norms in Society  

 

Values are prin ciples which the individu al, communit y or  society  regard as rules 

and guidelines for their own personal and social behaviour .  Values r epresent 

the measure  people use to decide what is right or wrong in their  behaviour.  

So very often our values are reflected in our behaviour.  

  

 

Values are important in our life because they are like a compass which indicates 

which is the right direction to follow. Every decision we take should be guided by 

our personal values (our principles).   We find people without strong personal values  

and these are like  a ship without sails which go  wherever the wind takes t hem 

instead of deciding for t hemselves. A person without va lues ends up harming 

themselves, as well as those around them, for example by stealing, acts of 

vandalism, etc.  

  4) Rights 

2) Freedom of 

expression 

3) Respect 1)Equality 
The Values 

respected in 

a democracy 

5) Duties 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=democracy&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=G3uPwfclKA9KkM&tbnid=y5Df8gQxDYMc0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.cnn.com/2008/LIVING/studentnews/01/02/talking.democracy/index.html&ei=zIUjUaGnCsTcswa5mYDIDA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGwETO2aQyL2FXP9yqN4Xh85QERZw&ust=1361368774667055
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  Tradi tion al Values            Modern  Values 

 

 

Patri archal Family      Simetri cal Family 

Charit y      More free time  

Hard work       Equality  

Careful with money, time and resouces  Giving more importance to material 

things  

 

How do we learn our values ? 

 

è By seeing adults and others practising these  

è By discussing what is right and wrong  

è Through socialisation  

è Through  Mass Media (e xample televi sion, newspapers, books, rad io, etc ) 

 

Norms ð Are rules of behaviour . These do not need to be written down but we 

still know they exist, for example ð you should not shout in the corridors of school . 

 

It is important that the famil y, schools, the community , etc.  believe in these 

values because these help us live together.   We cannot live in society if we do not 

agree about some fundamental principles.  Civic values are principles through which 

we learn how to be good citizens who respect their countries.  

 

Amongst civic values we find :  

 

o Honest y,  

o Respect ,  

o Responsability ,  

o Solidarity  (when one feels compassion for others in times of difficulty 

such as sadness,need or happiness ),  

o Equality  (everyone is treated and considered the same ),  

o Generosity .  

 

Every society had its own values. Many individuals have to agree about the 

fundamental vlaues in order to be able to live together.  The individual generally 

makes a choice and determines his behaviour according to his values. So we can 

say for example that because many Malt ese people respect religious values, 

Maltese people say it is their duty to go to church and particpate in the mass.    
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Amongst the other Maltese values we find : 

 

ü Helping the elderly  

ü Careful child rearing  

ü Dressing respectfully for church  

ü Attending muzeum 

ü Respecting our parents even when we grow up  

ü Solidarity with family and friends  

ü Helping those in need .   

 

Many of these values are under threat due to todayõs way of life. Unfortunately 

our fast paced way of life is not allowing the family to get together in the evenings 

to say the rosary as they used to do in olden times.  The village feast is a very 

important occasion which one could offhandedly say is followed 

by everyone.  We could also say that in recent years, because we 

were influe nced by the media, religion has lost a lot of its past 

influence and even though it is a strong value it has lost a lot of 

its importance.   

Values are not things we are born with but we learn these from 

the people around us through the process of socialisation .   

 

Personal values are principles which we should follow and these should help us live 

a better life whilst being of help to those around us.  

 

These personal values include : 

 

C Forgiveness                   CHelpfulness                   CActing Responsibly  

C Studious            C Being Punctual              C Generosity  

C Showing respect towards others                    C Giving good examples to others  

C Showing an interest in the community, in the country and the world.  

 

Civic values are those values which every citizen has as a member of the 

community. A citizen who loves their country and their town/village  do everything 

in their power to embellish the place they live in. This can be done through : 

 

U Showing a sense of justice  

U Doing their duty  

U Obeying laws 

U Respecting the rights of others  
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On the other hand a social conscience means that a citizen :  

 

 

 

 

 

       Part icipates in n ation al activities                  Does their duty as citizens  

 

 

 

 

              Love their country                               Support their national team  

 

 

 

 

                  

                 Plant trees                                      give donations to show solidarity  
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