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Notes

Level: Form 1

Theme: 7.1 Living in society- socialisation

Concepts to be
tackled.

1 Integration in-society through socialization

1 Theself as aunique person and thedifferent levels of
identity

1 Social groups

1 The different types o&ocial groups

1 The concepts o$ex, gender andrace
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The individual and society

magine how ya
vorld by yours
eryone. Witho

thout rm
would be happy?
ey
lindividual IS not created to live aloneW

so that we b&i what isknown as,society‘ :
beings We humans talk, work together anc ,

when necessary too

Hence this ¢ betwee
Society is what it se of hu
another and taking ionsthis a

institutions. Some exa es of these are

The family, school, work, ligic

i [he Individuals + Grolip Stif

’* RJ st!
| ‘ - The beauty of saiety |
m' different people. No one is

’ ?"t Lich st 4

-

."




studjisogali.com Form 1

+ _The Physical apect: The way weappear from the

outside Ex. The colour of our eyes, our face, our

height, the colour of our skin etc.

+ The Social aspectAll that shows how capable one

is of living in society.

+ The Emotional aspect All one feels in day to day life

Y |
4+ TheMoral aspect The valuesyou practice which help \‘]1i
you to make your choices )

+ |ntellectual aspect Your intelligence.

These aspects help us understand better how different we are to one
another and these differences create a more beautiful societjust becase
we are different does not mean we are not importartEvery individual has

a specialrol e in society. But what does the wordrol e mean? That every one

of us has a role means that we all have a share in our society and that we

can all play ourparts too. A clearexample of this is that we have therole of
a son or daughteror student.

These roles help us understand how much we need one another

and that none of us can live alone cut off from all social

contact. NOMAN ISAN ISLAND

The phrase®o man is an islanddwas introduced 2=
f,:\
by the Englishpoet Jdnn Donne and depicts

exactly how much every person is not creats

live alone but to live with
others, A ’

This helps us understand how we humans are not completely independent
Everyone needs others at some point in their liveso we live in societyhelping
one another. This leads us to sayhat we aresocial individuals.
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This means that we have contact v other individuals

and that we b SMips with others all the time

ith ath d much more

eylind two types of com ‘icati

ers e contact wehave with @he anc

bal an@ndrkverbal way.

hal: When we comfnhunicate throug‘h

I age and worgs -

N
=1 N erbal: An e

lang e where pe

e of this type of com

e do ndi use wogds

but sigM§ and gestur@sOther types of

non- v co nications is the waywe

d facdo pregent oursel/es

groups.
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‘are de loped over time and help guide us on how to live our

‘being of help to othersand causing no harm to one another.
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The words we use to refer to these rules ar@aluesand norms.

However when does all this take placeHumans are
born as a tabula rasaWe would be babies, who
wholly depend on our parents It is precisely in our
childhood that we learn all that we mention&l above
We are almost not even conscious of what we ar
learning because we grow surrounded by parents

and family, and we start to copy what we see

When we start to grow upand start to reason and mature we start to
understand better what society eyects from us We start to understand
what those around us expect from usWe start to build our values and
norm s and by time we learn to live with these tooAll this process takes a

long time and in reality does not happen overnight
This process goes on throughout our
lives why?It is continuous because

people change and society changes

with them. We use a particular word
for all this process and this is
socialisation . Those who influence

~ this process are callecagents.

We speak otwo agents:

Primary socialisation This agent passes on to us the first information we
need whilst growing up. Example of this agent is the family who when we
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are born into it helps us form part of society

Secondary socialisatiort We experience this as we grow older and do

not depend only on the members of our familyExamples of this

agent are theschools, friends, work , mass media, religion, sport

eté.

It would be good as well to mention thasociali sation could be different from
one society to another because people are different to one anothand
sometimes what is good for me is not good for othersMany societies are
very different to others. Example of these could be those we find iiAfrica.
Here we find communities called tribesCertain actions and habits in these
communities could seem strange to ydut that does not mean that they are
bad. Very often we get to know about differencesn societies throughmass
media. Through the media we can see different societies and learrio

understand how everyone grows in a different environment

7| Page © Ms.D. Abela

studjisocjali.com




studjisogali.com Form 1

Me andrmy ddentity

identity.

- ldentity
This starts to form from the very beginning when we are being brought up

by our families. We could describe this as all that makes me who | am
Therefore it emphasizes all that makes me unique andifferent to others.
Identity is made up of many aspects amongst which we find our
nationality (Ex. Maltesg, our gender (Ex. Masculine or Feminine),

ethnicity or sexuality.

Even though we have ouridentity,
society itself does not alwgs look at
us in the same way Ex. Around
members of my familyl could be abig
joker however around other people |
could be the total opposite It is here

that we start to form different

identities through our lives.
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We can say that we havé different identities:
Personal Identity : My personality
including my characterknown best by
those close to me such as membgof

my family and friends.

by Ex. The work that | do.

R + \; '
Nati onal Ident ity : An identity based on the country you are bor
in Ex. Malta.One could also have a Maltese National identity
because onespeaksin Maltese, eas typical Maltese food, and is fal
with the traditions of the country etc.

Global Identity: An identity basedon how much one feels a part of

foreign cultures.
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SocialdGroups

When we start to grow up and are better able to make
sense of the things around us, we start to find out our

tastesand also to form opinions Apart from this, we

start to observe people who have the same tastes and
opinions similar to ours. At this point we start to form
our circle by joining these people and considering
ourselves agroup. Very often a group forms beause

its members have something ircommon.

We seemany different groups forming but we divide these in two

PRIMARY GROUPWe call this thesmallest group in society. This because

it is formed of a small number of peoplegenerally those who are closes

to us and who we feel most comfortable with

Even though the primary group is small in siz
it is a group whose members trust each other
lot.

SECONDARY GROUPThis circle of friends is slightly bigger than the
primary one. It is agroup which forms outside thefamily because it is
based onfriendship . Ex. A clique who attends the same school'hey
would be a group of friends but not as close as that of a primary group or
best friends.
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A group could remain as a functioning and active group for a gelong time.
However, others might last only a short while This becausemany groups
form due to reasons such as/ork or school, so when a project or agreement
Is finalized, the group dismantles completely. Gthers might have a very close
relationship between the members and these keep this relationship going over

a length of time.

What does in fact keep a group togethe?

A goup remains united in two ways These two ways are called
connections

FORMAL CONNECTIONS goup

which is based on such fonal ties

would use aset of particular
rules. Example of agroup which
makes use of these types of ties is
the club.

INFORNAL CONNECDNS A groupwhich is based onnformal
ties such as a group dfriends keeps its unity through rules
agreed upon by tle members themselvesHowever, these
rules are not the same as the

formal ones but are agreed upo

by word of mouth only.

As we have already said befor@very personis important within society,and
this same person has the same importance within agup. Not every person
holds the same positionin the group, but according to this position one has
their own role. Another word for role is the part or duty which every person

hasto play.
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Every personwithin the group has their duties to fulfill according to their
position. Ex. Their duty as a parent is that they look after their children and
see that their needs are being met

Different types ofgroups in society:

The Family: Is called the primary group of 4

society because it is its foundation Everyone

forms part of this group some time or other

Even though we find that different forms of ‘ e
families exist it is still considered to be the base

of society.

Religious Groups Groups where their members practice the
same values in life Examples of three ofsuch groups we ind in
Malta are the Christian community, Islamic community and the Hndu
oned 8

Economic Groups:. Society is full of such

groups because these work a lot within th

economic sector Example of aneconomic
group is that group of people we form part

of at thework place.

Political Groups:  Groups who are
involved in the responsibility of the

running of the country. Two examples of
such people who form part of such a grouy
are thePrime Minister and thePresident

of the country .
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- Philantropic _Groups Such groups have the responsibility of

donating money to other organizations or for some activity held for

charity.

- Peer Groups: The peer group is one of the most common groups in

society. Its members jon because they have many things in common

where the parents have a priority ove 14:'_5
r .

person would be meeting with dfferent people, talking to them and
learning from them. This type of group is most obvious in the youth

generation.

- PressureGroups : Thesegroups very often get together when there

Is some type of dsagreement Very often these groups join in a form of

protest. Such groups are

'
-

created in order to raiseg
awareness especially in the
political scene Very often
they are joined by a great
number of people so that they
leave more of an effect on the

public.
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- Interedg Groups: Such goups are made up of people who share the
same interests.Because of this they choose to form part of a group so
that they work for what they believe in because they believe that they
will better achieve their goals as darge group. Example of an interest
group in Maltaitsdf is the GWU (General Workers U .ion) :

This group works in favor of x | O E Agt©8 /

Another local group isNature Trust

these work continuously for the protection N T M

of the environment. aature trust (malta)

Society is very big and vast and in it we find many different people
who in turn form part of many different groups. Although this
difference can be very positiveas it strengthenssociety, it could also cause a
lot of disagreements too Because in society we find mandifferent groups
with many different interests their members could have disagreements
between them The groups start to compete against one another in order to
show that their beliefs are the bestVery often it is not

easy to find a solution which suis all the

groups therefore a bit of tension is usually fe
Example of such a conflict would be the one
felt between the group in favor of hunting ang
that in favor of the protection of birds andth
environment.

It is important that one recognizesthe importance of the existence of the
different groups in our society. Everygroup is important in its own right and
has its part to play in our society This part which these groups play are
like an organ in society Our bodies work as they are meant tavork
because of he necessary organs forperfect functioning, and the same

goes for society.
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Groups are the organs of society, without which society would stop
functioning. Therefore we can conclude by saying that the groups create

interaction between uswhich in turn creates a unique and diverse society
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The Difference between

_S_e_x and Gender

sex of anindividual

Society is made up of two types of individuals female
and male. Both of these have different roles to playis-

a-vis one anotherbut both are of great importance

When someone is borpwe immediatel
start to ask whether the child is a boy o |
a girl. The differences which show
whether a person is a boy or a girl
woman or man, are the physical or

considered to be a man or a woman

biological aspects. A person is

according to how he or she lookon

the outside. The word used to refer to what

differentiates between men and women is sex.
-The Gender of anndivid ual

On the other handour sex alone does not make us men or womeApart from the
difference in how man and woman appearthere are alsosocial, psychological
and cultu ral aspects which continue to enhance the differences between us
These dfferences arerepresented by the word gender. Gender represents all

that society expectsfrom men andwomen.
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